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• W h y  d o  w e  r e g u l a t e  b u i l d i n g  h e i g h t s ?

• W h a t  c a n  b e  g a i n e d  w i t h  a  b i t  o f  
f l e x i b i l i t y ?

• W h a t  a r e  s o m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  
C l a i r e m o n t ?

B u i l d i n g  H e i g h t

D i e g o  V e l a s c o
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I t ’ s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p e r c e p t i o n
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O u r  v i e w  a n g l e  i s  k e y
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W e  l i k e  t o  s h o w  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  u p  h i g h
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Views
What if we work with topography?

1
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C i t y  O p e r a t i o n s  Y a r d :  S i t e  E l e v a t i o n s
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C i t y  O p e r a t i o n s  Y a r d :  S i t e  S e c t i o n
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O p t i o n  1 :  3 0 ’  a c r o s s  f r o m  

h i g h  p o i n t  o f  g r a d e
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O p t i o n  2 :  T e r r a c e d  B u i l d i n g s
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I l l u s t r a t i v e  E x a m p l e
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O p t i o n  1 :  3 0 ’  a c r o s s  f r o m  

h i g h  p o i n t  o f  g r a d e
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O p t i o n  2 :  T e r r a c e d  B u i l d i n g s
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O p t i o n  1 :  3 0 ’  a c r o s s  f r o m  

h i g h  p o i n t  o f  g r a d e
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O p t i o n  2 :  T e r r a c e d  B u i l d i n g s
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O p t i o n  2 :  T e r r a c e d  B u i l d i n g s



Neighborhood 
Compatibility

What if we create transitions in height 
so that buildings blend in?

2
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Site: 47.5 Acres
Building Footprint: 16 Acres
FAR: 0.3
Zone: CC-1-3

North Clairemont 
Community ParkUS Post Office

Gershwin 
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North Clairemont 
Library

C l a i r e m o n t  T o w n  S q u a r e
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VISTA VILLAGE, CA
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VALENCIA, CA
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G e n e s e e  P l a z a
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G e n e s e e  P l a z a :  I l l u s t r a t i v e  E x a m p l e
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G e n e s e e  P l a z a :  I l l u s t r a t i v e  E x a m p l e  

a l o n g  C l a i r e m o n t  M e s a  B l v d .



Architectural Variation 
& Visual Interest

What if we provide a little flexibility in 
exchange for better design?

3
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M o r e n a  B l v d  @  I n g u l f
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C o n c e p t  1

W o r k  w i t h  

T o p o g r a p h y
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C o n c e p t  2

T r a n s i t i o n s  i n  

H e i g h t  f r o m  t h e  

C e n t e r  t o  t h e  
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C o n c e p t  3

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  

V a r i a t i o n



Concept 2 – Center Sites

Concept 4 - Flat sites

Concept 3 - Roofline Variation

Concept 1 - Slope Sites 
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Q u e s t i o n s ?

D i e g o  V e l a s c o
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