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B u i l d i n g  D e s i g n

D i e g o  V e l a s c o

Today I will talk about 3 key elements of building design and try my best to tie them 
Clairemont 
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P u b l i c  R e a l m

St re ets ca p e s

F i r st  1 5 ’

G at h e r i n g  S pa ce s

P l a ce m a k i n g

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Recap of Topic 1: Public Realm
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Building Types

1

Most residential development is based on a handful of building types and formats. I’d 
like to expose you today to some of the primary building types that may be feasible 
for Clairemont. The focus will be on multi‐family and mixed‐use, with a couple of 
examples of office. This is likely the predominant development use in the future, with 
some amount of retail center revitalization (which we discussed in our last session).
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E x i s t i n g  M u l t i - F a m i l y  B u i l d i n g s

This is a sampling of what you have in the community today; you can see there is 
quite a variety of building types, formats and scales
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R o w  H o m e s

• 2  S t o r i e s

• A l l e y  P a r k i n g

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Rowhome Building Type Typical Plan and 3D view
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Row Home Examples
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M o t o r c o u r t

• 2 - 3  S t o r i e s

• C o u r t y a r d  P a r k i n g
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and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Motorcourt Building Type Typical Plan and 3D view
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Examples of Motorcourt
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S t a c k e d  F l a t s

• 2 - 3  S t o r i e s

• C o u r t y a r d  P a r k i n g

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Stacked Flat Building Type Typical Plan and 3D view
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Examples of Stacked Flats
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W r a p

• 3 - 4  S t o r i e s

• S t r u c t u r e d  P a r k i n g

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Wrap Building Type Typical Plan and 3D view
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Examples of Wrap Buildings
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P o d i u m

• 3 - 4  S t o r i e s

• S t r u c t u r e d  P a r k i n g

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Podium Building Type Typical Plan and 3D view
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Examples of Podium Buildings
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E x i s t i n g  C o m m e r c i a l  B u i l d i n g s

This is a sampling of what you have in the community today; you can see there is 
quite a variety of building types, formats and scales
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L o w - R i s e  O f f i c e  

( B u s i n e s s  P a r k )

• 1 - 2  S t o r i e s

• S u r f a c e  P a r k i n g

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Low‐Rise Office Building Type Typical Plan and 3D view
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Examples of Low‐Rise Office Park
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Examples of Low‐Rise Office Park

19



B u i l d i n g  T y p e s

R o w h o m e M o t o r c o u r t S t a c k e d  F l a t s

W r a p P o d i u m B u s i n e s s  P a r k
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Building Design for 

Compatibility

2

Beyond Building Types, there are elements of building design that should be 
considered in particular when thinking about how buildings can be made to be 
compatible with neighborhood character
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1 . B u i l d i n g  O r i e n t a t i o n  &  P l a c e m e n t

2 . A c c e s s  &  “ E y e s  o n  t h e  S t r e e t ”  

3 . S c a l e ,  M a s s i n g ,  F o r m  &  A r t i c u l a t i o n

4 . T r a n s i t i o n s  &  S t e p  B a c k s

5 . R o o f l i n e  V a r i a t i o n

6 . C o r n e r s

7 . M a t e r i a l s ,  C o l o r s  &  D e t a i l s

Today, I will talk about 7 key elements of building design that help make buildings 
compatible with their neighborhood context and result in buildings that “give back” 
to the community
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1 . B u i l d i n g  O r i e n t a t i o n  &  P l a c e m e n t

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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2 .  A c c e s s  &  “ E y e s  o n  t h e  S t r e e t ”
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3 .  S c a l e ,  M a s s i n g ,  F o r m  &  A r t i c u l a t i o n

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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New single‐family residential in the community is of a significantly larger scale than 
the immediate existing context, yet same number of dwelling units/ lots
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Existing single‐family across the street; it is not always about the number of units or 
the building type – massing, scale and form matter too – perhaps more? 

35



4 .  T r a n s i t i o n s  &  S t e p  B a c k s
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and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

37



38



• P a t t e r n

• P i t c h

• V a r i a t i o n

5 .  R o o f l i n e  V a r i a t i o n
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• G a t e w a y  F e a t u r e

• P l a z a

• E x p r e s s i v e  F o r m

6 .  C o r n e r s
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7 .  M a t e r i a l s ,  C o l o r s  &  D e t a i l s

41



E x a m p l e

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Now, let’s consider a hypothetical example and demonstrate how each of the 7 
design elements can be implemented in one project
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B u i l d i n g  O r i e n t a t i o n  &  P l a c e m e n t

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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A c c e s s  &  “ E y e s  o n  t h e  S t r e e t ”  

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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S c a l e ,  M a s s i n g ,  F o r m  &  A r t i c u l a t i o n

1

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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S c a l e ,  M a s s i n g ,  F o r m  &  A r t i c u l a t i o n

2

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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S c a l e ,  M a s s i n g ,  F o r m  &  A r t i c u l a t i o n

3

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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T r a n s i t i o n s  &  S t e p  B a c k s

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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T r a n s i t i o n s  &  S t e p  B a c k s

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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R o o f l i n e  V a r i a t i o n

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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C o r n e r s

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal
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Opportunities

3

Intro to the next session and what we will be covering
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F o c u s  A r e a s

DRAFT – All Images are shown to illustrate planning concepts only 
and do not represent a design, project or land use proposal

Next session we will review opportunities for three of the areas highlighted in blue on 
this map
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C e n t e r

One area will be a center
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N o d e

Another a property in a node
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C o r r i d o r

And the third will be a property along a corridor
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